
Why should I join the West 
Marching Band THIS year?

THIS is the year to join! 
This fall’s marching band will be VERY different from the past.  We are making some major changes 
to bring the marching band experience to all of our band students!  Our intention is to create an 
activity that will allow ALL band students to participate.  Along with inclusion, we want to offer an 
opportunity at this difficult time for students to work together and have a great time performing 
GREAT music.  For this year we are doing a ROCK SHOW, featuring music from the Beatles, Billy 
Joel, and more! 

What will be different? 
Many things!  Our schedule has not only changed, we have structured it so there will not be conflicts 
with after school sports and activities.  YES, for the first time in many years students will be able to 
march in the band AND participate in a fall sport.  Are you in poms or do you plan to be a 
cheerleader?  No problem!  At football games, you can stay with your spirit group and join us at 
halftime.  There will also not be conflicts with theatre, robotics, and other school clubs.  Please see 
the schedule on the next page to see what the marching program looks like.  Again, our intention is 
to offer a marching band experience that ALL band students can fit into our busy schedules.  IT IS 
POSSIBLE, so we need all of you to jump on board, you won’t regret it!  Be sure to check out the FAQ 
page in this packet! 

What instruments are needed? 
The marching band will include all traditional band instruments.  There may be opportunities for you 
to play a different instrument.  Our french horns play mellophones and our tubas play sousaphones.  
Otherwise, we use flutes, clarinets, trumpets, saxophones, trombones, and baritones.  We will also 
have a large percussion section, including a drumline and front ensemble.  A front ensemble 
includes the sideline instruments that includes keyboards, mallet instruments, electronic 
instruments, and more.   

What about color guard? 
We need color guard members!  These are the students with flags and equipment that add visual 
interest to our performance.  AND, this is where your friends that are not in band or that do not play 
an instrument can help us.  Please help us and pass the word!  We welcome anyone interested! 

Will it be safe? 
Yes!  In addition to following all of the Parkway and state guidelines, we will utilize proper social 
distancing and sanitation strategies to keep the students safe.   



Frequently Asked Questions
 I am playing sport, how will I have time for this as well? 
 Being involved in any sport at West will not conflict with marching band  
 this year.  We will not practice after school as the band has done in the past.  Once  
 school begins, the only outside of school practice time will be on Wednesday evenings  
 in the stadium.  If there is a game or meet on Wednesday night, go to your game.  Games 
 will always take priority over practices.  We just ask that you come to band practice when 
 the game ends. 

 What about academic clubs, drama, or other activities? 
 These activities occur after school as well.  This will not conflict with marching band 
 in any way.  Band students are typically very involved in academic clubs and activities. 

 What does marching band cost? 
 Typically there has been a substantial marching band fee at West that covered meals, 
 additional staff, show design, props, and transportation.  With the changes this year, 
 we can charge a smaller fee to run the marching band.  This fee takes care of the costs not 
 covered by Parkway.  The fee will be under $200.  There will be fundraising   
 opportunities available, and families with multiple students in the marching 
 band will pay a reduced fee.  Color guard does have some additional expense, such as 
 shoes and gloves. 

 What will the time commitment be on game days? 
 On football home game days (we have five this year), students will be asked to arrive 
 by 6:00pm to get into uniforms and prepare for the game.  

 What do I need to provide? 
 Honestly, nothing!  We will provide all students with a marching band t-shirt and  
 athletic shorts.  We have instruments, color guard equipment, and percussion instruments.

 Why is there a Saturday practice on September 12th? 
 Since we only have rehearsals once per week, we need an extended time to finish 
 teaching the rest of our show.  This rehearsal will be really important to making sure 
 we get everything taught. 

 What do I get out of it? 
 The band students truly are the BEST of West!  We want you to be a part of a fun, upbeat, 
 and hard-working group.  Many of you may feel it would be easier to simply play your 
 instrument in class.  This year our marching band is set up with a minimal time commitment 
 that should allow everyone to be a part of this!  Take a chance, and join us!  You won’t regret it!



Season Schedule 
 July 
 Wed 22 Percussion Info Night 5:00-9:00pm  Band Room 
 Anyone and EVERYONE that is interested in joining our drumline (bass drums, snares 
 tenors) and front ensemble (keyboards, mallets, electronics) should attend on this night. 
 We will briefly fit and place students on instruments.  Please bring water and a snack. 
 THIS IS NOT A TRYOUT.  All students that attend will be able to join us! 

 Wed 29 Percussion Info Night 5:00-9:00pm  Band Room 
 All percussion attend on this evening for rehearsal.  Please bring water and a snack. 

 August 
 Mon 3 Band Camp Night  5:00-9:30pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Tue 4 Band Camp Night  5:00-9:30pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Wed 5 Band Camp Night  5:00-9:30pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Thu 6 Band Camp Night  5:00-9:30pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Fri 7 Band Camp Night  5:00-7:30pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Wed  12 Rehearsal   6:00-9:00pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Wed  19 Rehearsal   6:00-9:00pm  Inside/Stadium 
 Fri 21 Red and Blue Night* 8:30-9:30pm  Stadium 
 Wed  26 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Inside/Stadium 
 *students competing with their sport or activity at Red and Blue Night should simply join  
  the band when your activity ends.  You will be able to do both! 

 October 
 Fri 2 Home Football Game 6:00-9:30pm  Stadium 
 Wed 7 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Thu 8 Home Football Game 6:00-9:30pm  Stadium 
 Tue 13 Rehearsal^   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Wed  21 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Fri 23 Home Football Game# 6:00-9:30pm  Stadium 
 Sat 24 Possible Band Contest Afternoon/Evening TBA 
 Fri 30 Possible Home Playoff 6:00-9:30pm  Stadium 
 ^Please note Tuesday rehearsal due to stadium conflict 
 #Senior Night 

 September 
 Wed 2 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Fri 4 Home Football Game 6:00-9:30pm  Stadium 
 Wed 9 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Fri 11 Home Football Game 6:00-9:30pm  Stadium 
 Sat  12 Rehearsal   2:00-7:00pm  Stadium 
 Wed  16 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Wed 23 Rehearsal   7:00-9:00pm  Stadium 
 Wed 30 Rehearsal*   5:00-7:00pm  Stadium 
 *Please note earlier rehearsal time due to homecoming activities 
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